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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact:
Diana Bartlett, Beach Cleanup Coordinator


dianab@solv.org

Phone:
503-844-9571 ext. 336 or 1-800-333-SOLV (toll-free in Oregon)

Address:
5193 NE Elam Young Parkway, Suite B, Hillsboro, OR 97124

Website:
www.solv.org
or

Contact:
Chris Havel 


chris.havel@state.or.us

Phone:
503-986-0722
Address: OPRD HQ, 725 Summer St. NE, Ste C, Salem OR 97301
Harmful Trash (Including the Kitchen Sink) No Longer on Oregon Beaches Thanks to SOLV Volunteers!
March 20, 2010… (Hillsboro, OR)
On a beautiful but windy first day of spring on the Oregon coast, nearly 4,200 volunteers headed to the beach to clean much of the 362 miles of Oregon coastline earlier today. Volunteers found the beaches covered with large amounts of trash and debris that had washed ashore during winter storms, and removed an estimated 70,500 pounds of trash from the coast.
“Oregonians came out in force today to help protect the incredible Oregon coastline, the ocean, and the many ecosystems it supports” said SOLV’s new Executive Director, Melisa McDonald. “It is truly inspiring to see Oregonians, particularly the youngest volunteers from our next generation, learning the value of stewardship for our beautiful state while working to keep the beaches clean and free of harmful debris.” The dry weather on the coast made the cleanup a perfect way for many families to kick off their spring breaks.
Some of the most common items found on the beach included Styrofoam, plastic caps, lids, bottles and cigarette butts. While these are often small items, if they accumulate they can do big damage to marine wildlife and the environment, particularly the plastic debris that never fully degrade or disappear. Data from past cleanups report that nearly 80% of ocean trash comes from land-based activities, meaning that the majority of trash in the ocean could be preventable if we all did more to reduce, properly dispose of, or recycle trash in our daily lives.

In addition to the typical beach trash and debris, volunteers found a wide selection of household fixtures and items, including aluminum siding, a freezer, a mattress, a cooler, and a full kitchen sink. Coordinators suspect that winter storms caused unusual ocean currents that brought in items from across the ocean and deposited items that had been at sea for a long period of time onto Oregon beaches. Volunteers reported large amounts of rope and many bottles and glass floats from Asia at multiple beaches up and down the coast. On a positive note, the Yachats Fire Chief reports that for the first time in many years, they did not find a single six-pack yoke on the beach, which pose a significant threat to marine wildlife.

Along with SOLV, the cleanup is coordinated by the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) and coastal garbage and recycling companies along the coast. Hauling services were provided free-of-charge for this year’s cleanup by the following companies: Central Coast Disposal in Florence, City Sanitary in Tillamook, County Transfer & Recycling, Dahl Disposal Service in Waldport, Nestucca Valley Sanitary Service in Hebo, North Lincoln Sanitary Service in Lincoln City, R Sanitary Service in Rockaway Beach, Thompson’s Sanitary Service in Newport, & Western Oregon Waste in Warrenton. Disposal costs were offset by coastal counties such as Lincoln County and Tillamook County Solid Waste Service Districts and privately owned transfer stations. 

Special thanks also go to the following companies for donating their services, making the Beach Cleanup brochure possible: Sandstrom Partners Inc; Color Technology for electronic prepress; and Rick Schafer Photography for the photo of the Alsea River at Alsea Bay in Waldport.

The SOLV Spring Oregon Beach Cleanup major sponsors are Fred Meyer, Hawthorn Farm Athletic Club, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, and The Standard Insurance Company. Zone sponsors are The Curry Coastal Pilot, The Inn at Cape Kiwanda, and The Pelican Pub. The beach cleanup is also supported by Zipcar and SOLV Members. The media sponsor is KPOJ Radio.
Founded in 1969 by Oregon Governor Tom McCall, SOLV’s mission to “bring Oregonians together to improve the environment and build a legacy of stewardship” has expanded to support volunteer-run cleanup and restoration projects in every county in the state. Governor McCall also signed the 1967 Beach Bill into law, creating the Ocean Shore Recreation Area, managed by the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department for the benefit of all Oregonians.
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